Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 092577 

45 

ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 ACDA-07 
CIAE-00 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 EB-07 NRC-05 OES-06 
FEAE-00 DODE-OO SAJ-01 SAM-01 ERDA-05 PRS-01 INRE-00 
/095R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SOV:JDGLASSMAN:AJ 

APPROVED BY EUR:JAARMITAGE 

ACDA/GC:JMCNEILL 

ACDA/NTB :TDAVIES 

C : JMMONTGOMERY 

PM/DCA:VBAKER 

S/S- MR. ORTIZ 

111900 

O R 161812Z APR 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION IAEA VIENNA 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 092577 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, UR, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET NOTE ON NUCLEAR VENTING 

1 . SOVIET CHARGE VORONTSOV CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY ARMITAGE, APRIL 13, AND PRESENTED NOTE ON VENTING 
OF NUCLEAR TESTS. SOVIET NOTE WAS REPLY TO DEMARCHE BY 
HARTMAN TO VORONTSOV ON DECEMBER 23, 1975 (STATE 301860). 
INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF SOVIET NOTE FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE EMBASSY OF THE USSR IN THE USA HAS BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO INFORM THE US DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF THE 
FOLLOWING: 
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- WITH REGARD TO NOTE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF 
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DECEMBER 23, 1975, THE COMPETENT SOVIET ORGANS CONDUCTED A 
CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF THE DATA CONNECTED WITH THE EXECUTION 
OF UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TESTS IN THE SOVIET UNION ON AUGUST 
23, OCTOBER 18, AND OCTOBER 21, 1975. THE EXAMINATION 
SHOWED THAT IN THE CONDUCT OF THESE EXPLOSIONS ALL THE 
CONDITIONS NECESSARY TO EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF A FALLOUT 
OF RADIOACTIVE PARTICLES (CHASTITSY) OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY 
OF THE USSR WERE CREATED AND OBSERVED; 

- THE SOVIET SIDE CANNOT AGREE WITH THE STATEMENT CONTAINED 
IN THE NOTE OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT A VIOLATION OF 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE MOSCOW TREATY OF 1963 SUPPOSEDLY 
TOOK PLACE. 

- THE SOVIET UNION, AS HAS BEEN DECLARED MANY TIMES, 

ATTACHES GREAT SIGNIFICANCE TO THE OBSERVANCE OF THE 
CONDITIONS OF THE TREATY BANNING NUCLEAR WEAPON TESTS IN 
THE ATMOSPHERE, IN OUTER SPACE AND UNDER WATER, IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH WHICH EXPLOSIONS ARE PROHIBITED THAT CAUSE 
RADIOACTIVE FALLOUT (OSADKI) BEYOND THE BOUNDS OF NATIONAL 
TERRITORY. THE APPROPRIATE SOVIET ORGANS HAVE TAKEN AND 
WILL CONTINUE TO TAKE NECESSARY MEASURES DIRECTED TOWARD 
STRICT FULFILLMENT OF THE DEMANDS OF THIS TREATY. 

- AT THE SAME TIME, THE SOVIET SIDE CANNOT BUT DIRECT THE 
ATTENTION OF THE AMERICAN SIDE TO THE FACT THAT THE 
APPROPRIATE SOVIET MONITORING SERVICES HAVE MORE THAN ONCE 
REGISTERED OUTSIDE THE NATIONAL BORDERS OF THE USA THE 
APPEARANCE OF RADIOACTIVE PRODUCTS (PRODUKTY) FROM NUCLEAR 
TESTS CONDUCTED BY THE USA. SUCH RADIOACTIVE PRODUCTS 
WERE DETECTED, IN PARTICULAR, FROM EXPLOSIONS CONDUCTED 

BY THE USA ON JANUARY 3 AND FEBRUARY 4, 1976. THE SOVIET 
SIDE EXPECTS THAT THE AMERICAN SIDE WILL TAKE APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES TO EXCLUDE SUCH OCCURRENCES IN THE FUTURE. END 
TEXT. 

3. VORONTSOV ADDED "ORAL STATEMENT": MOSCOW 
ATTACHES SERIOUS SIGNIFICANCE TO OBSERVATION OF THE 
LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY (LTBT). MOSCOW HOPES THAT THE US 
SIDE BEGIN QUOTE MORE STRICTLY EVALUATES THE FACTUAL 
SITUATION IN THE FUTURE SO THAT UNFOUNDED FACTS DO NOT 
INTERFERE WITH NEW AGREEMENTS CURBING THE ARMS RACE END 
QUOTE. 

4. ARMITAGE POINTED OUT THAT THE UNITED STATES MAINTAINS 
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STRICT STANDARDS ON ITS COLLECTION OF DATA AND SCRUPUL- 
OUSLY COMPLIES WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE LTBT. HE NOTED 
THAT IN LIGHT OF THE PNE TREATY AND THE DESIRABILITY OF 
FUTURE ARMS CONTROL PROGRESS, IT WAS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL 
THAT THE LTBT BE STRICTLY OBSERVED. VORONTSOV RESPONDED 
THAT BOTH SIDES SHOULD BE MORE CAREFUL OF THEIR EXPLOSIONS 
AND THEIR ALLEGATIONS OF VENTING. ARMITAGE INDICATED THAT 
THE UNITED STATES WAS CAREFUL IN BOTH REGARDS. 
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5. FYI DECEMBER 23 US DEMARCHE STATED THAT VENTING OF 
SOVIET EXPLOSIONS HAD BEEN "INCONSISTENT WITH THE PRO- 
VISIONS" OF THE LTBT AND DID NOT DIRECTLY ACCUSE SOVIETS 
OF VIOLATION OF LTBT. END FYI. ROBINSON 
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